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Transcript Glossary 

113. Poulterers 
Hall 

People who sold chickens, hens and 
eggs 

114. Cookes Hall 
People who prepared and sold cooked 
food 

115. Barber 
Chirurgeons Hall 

People who cut hair and beards and 
could also carry out operations or 
remove teeth 

116. Scriveners 
Hall 

People who wrote letters and 
documents for money 

117. Goldsmiths 
Hall 

People who worked with gold 

118. 
Waxchandlers Hall 

People who made candles and sold 
them 

119. 
Haberdasher's Hall 

People who sold men's clothing 

120. Curriers Hall 
People who worked with leather 
(colouring it) 

121. Brewers Hall People who made beer and ale 

122. Girdlers Hall People who made girdles (belts) 

123. Coopers Hall 
People who made and repaired 
barrels and casks 

124. Weavers Hall People who made cloth 

125. Masons Hall 
People who cut stone (for buildings 
etc) 

126. Mercers Hall 
& Chappell 

Important traders who sold rich 
fabrics like silk and velvet 

127. Grocers Hall 
People who sold food, like spices and 
sugar 

128. Founders Hall People who worked with metal 

129. Armorers 
Hall 

People who made weapons 

130. Carpenters 
Hall 

People who made furniture from wood 

131. Loriners & 
Glasiers Hall 

Loriners made metal bits for bridles 
and saddles (kit for a horse). Glasiers 
made glass for windows. 

132. Drapers Hall People who sold woollen cloth. 

133. Marchant 
Taylors Hall 

People who bought cloth and made it 
into clothes, usually for men. 
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134. Salters Hall People who made and sold salt. 

135. Cutlers Hall 
People who made, sold or fixed 
knives. 

  

 Transcript Glossary  

Burnt 373 Acres 
within 

373 acres were burnt within the city 
walls. One acre is about the same 
amount of land as a football pitch 

63 Acres & 3 
roods without the 
walls 

63 acres & 3 roods were burnt outside 
the city walls. A rood is one quarter of 
an acre. 

89 Churches, 
132,00 Houses 

89 churches & 132,00 houses were 
burnt. 

11 Parishes 
within City walls 
entire. 

11 whole communities within the city 
walls were burnt. 
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Source 5 : Charles II’s declaration to London in 1666 SP 29/171 
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Source 5 : Transcript of Charles II’s declaration to London in 1666 SP 29/171 
 
In the first place the woful experience in this late heavy visitation hath sufficiently 
convinced all men of the pernicious consequences which have attended the building 
with Timber, and even with Stone itself, and the notable benefit of Brick, which in so 
many places hath resisted and even extinguished the Fire; And we do therefore declare 
Our express Wil and Pleasure, That no man whatsoever shal presume to erect any 
House or Building, great or small, but of Brick or Stone, and if any man shal do the 
contrary, the next Magistrate shall forthwith cause it to be pulled down, . 
   
.all other eminent and notorious Streets, shal be of such a breadth, as may with Gods 
blessing prevent the mischief that one side may suffer if the other be on fire, . 
   
.nor wil we suffer any Lanes or Allyes to be erected, but where upon mature deliberation 
the same shal be found absolutely necessary, 
 
...no house shall be erected within so many foot of the River,  
 
.any houses to be inhabited by Brewers, or Diers, or Sugar-Bakers, which Trades by 
their continual Smoaks contribute very much to the unhealthiness of the adjacent 
places, but We require the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London upon a ful 
consideration, and weighing all conveniences and inconveniences that can be foreseen, 
to propose such a place as may be fit for all those Trades which are carried on by 
smoak to inhabit together, . 
 
 
Simple Transcript  
 
 
Firstly, the sad experience of the fire has shown us all the bad results of building with 
wood, and even with stone, and the good benefits of brick, which in so many places did 
not catch fire. And it is the King’s wish that no man shall build any house or building, 
large or small, unless it is made of brick or stone. And if any man does not do this, his 
house will be pulled down. 
 
All of the main streets shall be wide enough to (God willing) stop a fire spreading from 
one side to the other. 
 
No lanes or alleys will be built unless we think they are really needed. 
 
No houses shall be built near the river. 
 
Brewers (making beer), dyers (colouring cloth) or bakers are trades whose constant 
smoke makes nearby places unhealthy. The Lord Mayor and the men who run London 
must think of a place where all those trades which use fire can be housed together. 
 
 


