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Transcript: HO 45/10700/236973

SEIZURE OF SUFFRAGETTE HEADQUARTERS

SIX WOMEN ARRESTED

A WARNING TO THE PUBLIC

Shortly after 11 o’clock yesterday morning the police entered the offices of the Women’s Social and
Political Union in Kingsway and made six arrests. The defendants, who are charged with conspiracy,
were afterwards brought up before Mr. Curtis Bennet at Bowstreet Police Court and remanded in
custody, bail being refused. Mr. Bodkin, who appeared for the prosecution, made an important
statement. He said that the Suffragette newspaper must be put a stop to, and he gave public
warning that if any printer after that warning printed and published the literature of the union he
might find himself in a very awkward position. Proceedings would be taken immediately against any
person who made a speech in encouragement of the union’s course of conduct, and any persons
who subscribed to the union’s funds might also find themselves in a very awkward position.

Mr. Bodkin conducted the case on behalf of the Director of Public Prosecutions. He said that the
proceedings were taken with a view to putting down what had become a danger to the civilized
community. The defendants were all active members of the Women’s Social and Political Union,
under whose auspices and by means of whose encouragement an enormous number of crimes,
involving damage to property, risk to life and limb, and a vast amount of public inconvenience to the
public, had for months past been brought about almost daily. The defendants were among the
ringleaders of the organization, which had continued to carry on its nefarious practises
notwithstanding repeated warnings. The seriousness of the crimes he referred to had increased.
The organization had furthered its unlawful objects in three ways – first, by means of violent and
inflammatory speeches addressed to large numbers of emotional females; secondly, by an organ
known as the Suffragette, which week by week contained articles approving and praising those who
fortunately had been detected by the police in the act of committing crimes; and, thirdly, by money,
which was necessary for an extensive organization of this kind. The Suffragette newspaper must be
put a stop to, as the dissemination of writings of the kind it contained was a danger to society. Large
sums appeared to have been obtained from sympathizers with the criminal objects of the union.
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Simplified transcript: HO 45/10700/236973

[Extra explanations are in square brackets]

SEIZURE OF SUFFRAGETTE HEADQUARTERS

SIX WOMEN ARRESTED

A WARNING TO THE PUBLIC

Just after 11 o’clock yesterday morning, police entered the offices of the Women’s Social and
Political Union, and made six arrests. The defendants [those accused of doing something illegal]
were charged with conspiracy [secretly planning illegal activities]. They were brought before Mr.
Curtis Bennet at Bow Street Police Station and refused bail. Mr. Bodkin, for the prosecution, said
that the Suffragette newspaper must be stopped. He warned that any printer printing this
newspaper, or anyone who made a speech in support of the WSPU or gave money to the
movement, would have proceedings taken against them [legal action would be taken to prosecute
them].

Mr. Bodkin led the case for the Director of Public Prosecutions. Those arrested were all members of
the Women’s Social and Political Union, and the movement had committed an enormous number of
crimes, involving damage to property, risk to life, and inconvenience to the public. This had been
going on for many months and was occurring almost every day. Those arrested were ringleaders
and had continued with their actions, despite repeated warnings. The seriousness of the crimes had
increased. The WSPU promoted its cause by giving violent and inflammatory [intended to cause
anger or hate] speeches, using the Suffragette newspaper to praise those who had committed
crimes in the name of the cause, and by generating funds. The Sufragette newspaper must be
stopped, as it was a danger to society. Money was obtained from those who supported these
criminal actions.


